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PLASTIC MATERIAL FLOW

(Trade Map, 2022)(WWF, 2019) (Trade Map, 2022)

This section provides an overview of the plastic material flow within the country, offering a snapshot of the plastic
waste landscape.

This section highlights selected policies impacting plastic pollution in the country. Details on the status of development of 
the policy where relevant are also provided.
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Investments to Tackle Plastic Pollution

EGYPT
This country fact sheet presents the plastic material flow, policy, and investment landscapes,
offering quick and easy access to a one-stop resource on tackling plastic pollution.

POLICIES

tonnes per year

PLASTIC PRODUCED 

2.0 mn
tonnes per year

PLASTIC CONSUMED

8.0 mn
(UNIDO, 2019)(UNIDO, 2021) (UNIDO, 2019)

(UNIDO, 2019)tonnes per year

PLASTIC WASTE GENERATED 

4.5 mn
PLASTIC RECYCLED

30.0%

Deposit Return System
Legislation

UPSTREAM MIDSTREAM DOWNSTREAM

Ban on Single-Use Plastics
Limit manufacturing, import, export, use and

free distribution of single-use plastic bags

(Ministry of Environment, 2020)

tonnes per year

Tax on Single-Use Virgin
Plastics

Extended Producer
Responsibility
Mandated by the Waste Management Law

No. 202 of 2020

(Ministry of Environment, 2020)

Waste Segregation

Recycled Content Mandates

Mandatory Recycling Targets

Plastic Waste Trade
Restrictions
Plastics are listed under HS codes that require

the Environmental Affairs Agency's approval

for imports and there is also an export fee on

plastic waste

(UNIDO, 2021)

Disposal Bans/ Landfill Taxes

https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2022-01/Plastic_value_chain_in_Egypt.pdf
https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2022-01/Plastic_value_chain_in_Egypt.pdf
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https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2022-01/Plastic_value_chain_in_Egypt.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwfmmi_stop_the_flood_of_plastic_mediterranean.pdf
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c818%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c818%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC199134
https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC199134
https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2022-01/Plastic_value_chain_in_Egypt.pdf


INVESTMENTS

Private Investments in Plastics Circularity (2018 - 6M 2023)

BY INVESTMENT CATEGORIES (US$ MN)BY ARCHETYPES (US$)

This section provides a summary of public and private investments in waste management, plastic waste management,
and plastics circularity. Further breakdown of private investments in plastics circularity solutions by archetypes and
investment categories is also provided.

Total Investment
US$ 346.6 mn

Materials and Redesign: 0% Refill/Reuse: 0%

Recovery and Recycling: 99%Services and Others: 1%

BIGGEST PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN PLASTICS CIRCULARITY

Glossary and Other References 

Bariq

2021 Recycling > US$ 10 mn - 50 mn
Corporate Investments

Private Investments in Plastics Circularity
US$ 31.8 mn

(The Circulate Initiative, 2023)

(OECD,  2021)

(Malcolm H. Kerr Carnegie Middle East Center, 2018)

Investments in Waste and Plastic Waste Management (2018 - 2021)

99%

www.thecirculateinitiative.org

31

3.0

Corporate Investments

Venture Capital

Accelerator/Incubator Investments

Financing by Banks

Individual/ Crowdfunding/ Philanthropic
Investments

Public Investment, IPO

Private Equity

Development Finance for Waste and Plastic Waste Management
US$ 90.2 mn

Waste Management Expenditure
US$ 224.6 mn (2018)

1%

0

0.4

0.4

0

0
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https://carnegie-mec.org/2023/12/05/plastic-waste-in-egypt-crisis-and-opportunity-pub-90714#:~:text=In%202018%E2%80%932019%2C%20Egypt%20allocated,ratio%20of%201%20to%20356).
https://oecd-main.shinyapps.io/ocean/

