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PLASTIC MATERIAL FLOW

(Trade Map, 2023)(Meijer et al., 2019 – processed
by Our World in Data)

(Trade Map, 2023)

This section provides an overview of the plastic material flow within the country, offering a snapshot of the plastic
waste landscape.

This section highlights selected policies impacting plastic pollution in the country. Details on the status of development of 
the policy where relevant are also provided.
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Investments to Tackle Plastic Pollution

HONG KONG
This country fact sheet presents the plastic material flow, policy, and investment landscapes,
offering quick and easy access to a one-stop resource on tackling plastic pollution.

POLICIES

tonnes per year

PLASTIC PRODUCED 

N/A
tonnes per year

PLASTIC CONSUMED

N/A
(Ibarra, D. L., 2022)

(Ibarra, D. L., 2022)tonnes per year

PLASTIC WASTE GENERATED 

0.8 mn
PLASTIC RECYCLED

11.0%

Deposit Return System
Legislation

UPSTREAM MIDSTREAM DOWNSTREAM

Ban on Single-Use Plastics
Phased regulation of restrictions to the

manufacturing and sale of disposable plastic

tableware, with the first phase starting on

April 22, 2024

(Environmental Protection Department, 2024)

tonnes per year

Tax on Single-Use Virgin
Plastics
The Plastic Shopping Bag Charging scheme

requires the entire retail sector to charge

customers at least $1 for each bag

Extended Producer
Responsibility
Plastic Shopping Bag Charging scheme is the

first producer responsibility scheme (PRS)

introduced, while a PRS on plastic beverage

containers and beverage cartons is being drafted

(Environmental Protection Department, 2021)

Waste Segregation
Program on Source Separation of Domestic

Waste established by Environmental Protection

Department

Recycled Content Mandates

Mandatory Recycling Targets
Waste Blueprint targets a 55% recovery rate

for municipal solid waste

Plastic Waste Trade
Restrictions
Required permits or documents for imports 

and exports 

Disposal Bans/ Landfill Taxes
From August 1, 2024, waste disposed will be

charged, including gate-fees at landfills

(Environmental Protection Department, 2023)

(Environmental Protection Department, 2023)

(Environment Bureau, 2021)

(GovHK, 2024)

(Environmental Protection Department, 2023)

https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2022AGUFMSY24C..01I/abstract
https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2022AGUFMSY24C..01I/abstract
https://ourworldindata.org/plastic-pollution#total-plastic-waste-by-country
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c344%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c344%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/psb_charging/en/psb_charging/charge.html
https://www.cuttheplastics.hk/index.php/en/about-the-regulation-en
https://www.wastereduction.gov.hk/en-hk/waste-reduction-programme/source-separation-domestic-waste#toc-overview
https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/waste/pro_responsibility/index.html
https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/waste/guide_ref/guide_wiec_tcs2.html#:~:text=Waste%20Disposal%20Ordinance%20(WDO)%20%2C,It%20is%20enforced%20by%20EPD.&text=requires%20a%20permit.,a%20permit%20commits%20an%20offence.
https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/pdf/waste_blueprint_2035_eng.pdf
https://www.gov.hk/en/residents/environment/waste/management/mswcharging.htm


INVESTMENTS

Private Investments in Plastics Circularity (2018 - 6M 2023)

BY INVESTMENT CATEGORIES (US$ MN)BY ARCHETYPES (US$)

This section provides a summary of public and private investments in waste management, plastic waste management,
and plastics circularity. Further breakdown of private investments in plastics circularity solutions by archetypes and
investment categories is also provided.

Total Investment
US$ 5.1 bn

Materials and Redesign: 0% Refill/Reuse: 0%

Recovery and Recycling: 100%Services and Others: 0%

Recycling

BIGGEST PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN PLASTICS CIRCULARITY

Glossary and Other References 

New Life Plastics Ltd

2019 ≤ US$ 5 mn
Corporate Investments

Private Investments in Plastics Circularity
US$ 3.8 mn

(The Circulate Initiative, 2023)

(IMF, 2020)

Investments in Waste and Plastic Waste Management (2018 - 2021)

100%

www.thecirculateinitiative.org

3.8

0

Venture Capital

Individual/ Crowdfunding/ Philanthropic
Investments

Corporate Investments

Financing by Banks

Accelerator/Incubator Investments

Public Investment, IPO

Private Equity

Development Finance for Waste and Plastic Waste Management
Not applicable

Waste Management Expenditure
US$ 5.1 bn (2018-2020)

0

0

0

0

0

https://countryfactsheets.thecirculateinitiative.org/assets/images/pdf/glossary.pdf
https://countryfactsheets.thecirculateinitiative.org/assets/images/pdf/glossary.pdf
https://countryfactsheets.thecirculateinitiative.org/assets/images/pdf/glossary.pdf

(The Circulate Initiative, 2023)
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker
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(The Circulate Initiative, 2023)
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https://climatedata.imf.org/datasets/d22a6decd9b147fd9040f793082b219b_0/about

