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PLASTIC MATERIAL FLOW

(Trade Map, 2019) (Trade Map, 2019)

This section provides an overview of the plastic material flow within the country, offering a snapshot of the plastic
waste landscape.

This section highlights selected policies impacting plastic pollution in the country. Details on the status of development of 
the policy where relevant are also provided.

Implemented In progress Not available
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Investments to Tackle Plastic Pollution

SPAIN
This country fact sheet presents the plastic material flow, policy, and investment landscapes,
offering quick and easy access to a one-stop resource on tackling plastic pollution.

POLICIES

tonnes per year

PLASTIC PRODUCED 

N/A
tonnes per year

PLASTIC CONSUMED

2.0 mn
(Global Partnership on Plastic 
Pollution and Marine Litter, 2020)

(Plastics Europe, 2020)tonnes per year

PLASTIC WASTE GENERATED 

2.2 mn
PLASTIC RECYCLED

43.0%

UPSTREAM MIDSTREAM DOWNSTREAM
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(Global Partnership on Plastic 
Pollution and Marine Litter, 2018)
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Extended Producer
Responsibility
EPR for single-use plastic products, with 

different timelines for implementation

(State Official Gazette, 2022)https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#a7
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#a7
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#a7

Waste Segregation
Local jurisdictions to establish separate collection 

of several fractions of waste including plastic

(State Official Gazette, 2022)
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#ci-8
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#ci-8
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#ci-8

Mandatory Recycling Targets
By 2025, a minimum of 50% by weight of 

plastic packaging waste will be recycled 

(State Official Gazette, 2022)https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?lang=es&id=BOE-A-2022-22690&tn=1&p=
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?lang=es&id=BOE-A-2022-22690&tn=1&p=
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?lang=es&id=BOE-A-2022-22690&tn=1&p=

(European Environment Agency, 2022)https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/many-eu-member-states/spain
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/many-eu-member-states/spain

Disposal Bans/ Landfill Taxes
Includes a prohibition to landfill municipal waste 

suitable for reuse, recycling or other recovery

Deposit Return System
Legislation
Stipulates the mandatory establishment of the 

deposit return system for certain single-use 

plastic containers

Ban on Single-Use Plastics
Law 77/2022 lists provisions to reduce the 

consumption of certain single-use products with 

a target of 50% reduction in weight by 2026

(State Official Gazette, 2022)
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#a7
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#a7
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(State Official Gazette, 2022)https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?lang=es&id=BOE-A-2022-22690&tn=1&p=
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?lang=es&id=BOE-A-2022-22690&tn=1&p=
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?lang=es&id=BOE-A-2022-22690&tn=1&p=

Tax on Single-Use Virgin
Plastics
Tax on non-reusable plastic packaging of 0.45 

euros per kilogram of non-reycled plastic

Plastic Waste Trade
Restrictions
An EU-wide policy restricting plastic exports to 

non-OECD countries, except for clean plastic 

waste sent for recycling

(European Commission, 2021)
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/waste-shipments/plastic-waste-shipments_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/waste-shipments/plastic-waste-shipments_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/waste-shipments/plastic-waste-shipments_en

Recycled Content Mandates
As of January 2025, PET bottles must contain 

at least 25% recycled plastic

(State Official Gazette, 2022)https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#a7
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#a7
https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2022-5809&p=20220409&tn=1#a7



INVESTMENTS

Private Investments in Plastics Circularity (2018 - 6M 2023)

BY INVESTMENT CATEGORIES (US$ MN)BY ARCHETYPES (US$)

This section provides a summary of public and private investments in waste management, plastic waste management,
and plastics circularity. Further breakdown of private investments in plastics circularity solutions by archetypes and
investment categories is also provided.

Total Investment
US$ 29.6 bn

Materials and Redesign: 0% Refill/Reuse: 0%

Recovery and Recycling: 100%Services and Others: 0%

BIGGEST PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN PLASTICS CIRCULARITY

Glossary and Other References 

Urbaser S.A.U

2021 Recovery > US$ 4 bn - 5 bn
Private Equity

Private Investments in Plastics Circularity
US$ 5.5 bn

(The Circulate Initiative, 2023)
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker

https://climatedata.imf.org/datasets/d22a6decd9b147fd9040f793082b219b_0/about
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https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker

Investments in Waste and Plastic Waste Management (2018 - 2021)

100%

www.thecirculateinitiative.org

4,996

2,356

Private Equity

Accelerator/Incubator Investments

Venture Capital

Individual/ Crowdfunding/ Philanthropic 
Investments

Corporate Investments

Public Investment, IPO

Financing by Banks

Development Finance for Waste and Plastic Waste Management
Not applicable 

Waste Management Expenditure
US$ 24.1 bn

(IMF, 2021)

0

5.8

3.6

0

0.1

https://countryfactsheets.thecirculateinitiative.org/assets/images/pdf/glossary.pdf
https://countryfactsheets.thecirculateinitiative.org/assets/images/pdf/glossary.pdf
https://countryfactsheets.thecirculateinitiative.org/assets/images/pdf/glossary.pdf
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