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PLASTIC MATERIAL FLOW

(Trade Map, 2022) (Trade Map, 2022)

This section provides an overview of the plastic material flow within the country, offering a snapshot of the plastic
waste landscape.

This section highlights selected policies impacting plastic pollution in the country. Details on the status of development of 
the policy where relevant are also provided.

Implemented In progress Not available
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MISMANAGED PLASTIC PLASTIC WASTE IMPORTS PLASTIC WASTE EXPORTS

Investments to Tackle Plastic Pollution

REPUBLIC OF KOREA
This country fact sheet presents the plastic material flow, policy, and investment landscapes,
offering quick and easy access to a one-stop resource on tackling plastic pollution.

POLICIES

tonnes per year

PLASTIC PRODUCED 

1.8 mn
tonnes per year

PLASTIC CONSUMED

3.0 mn
(SEA Circular, 2017)

(SEA Circular, 2017)tonnes per year

PLASTIC WASTE GENERATED 

3.0 mn
PLASTIC RECYCLED

43.6%

Deposit Return System
Legislation
Deposit of 300 won per disposable cup in cafes 

and fast-food restaurants

UPSTREAM MIDSTREAM DOWNSTREAM

https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1

https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c410%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1(Global Partnership on Plastic 

Pollution and Marine Litter, 2020)

https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/4e95157f0d3f482498dc95209d1c970e_2/explore?location=0.004206%2C0.000000%2C1.84
https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/4e95157f0d3f482498dc95209d1c970e_2/explore?location=0.004206%2C0.000000%2C1.84
https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/4e95157f0d3f482498dc95209d1c970e_2/explore?location=0.004206%2C0.000000%2C1.84

https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/4e95157f0d3f482498dc95209d1c970e_2/explore?location=0.004206%2C0.000000%2C1.84
https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/4e95157f0d3f482498dc95209d1c970e_2/explore?location=0.004206%2C0.000000%2C1.84
https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/4e95157f0d3f482498dc95209d1c970e_2/explore?location=0.004206%2C0.000000%2C1.84

https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.

(Global Partnership on Plastic 
Pollution and Marine Litter, 2018)

https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/gpmarinelitter::yearly-consumption-/about
https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/gpmarinelitter::yearly-consumption-/about

https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/gpmarinelitter::yearly-consumption-/about
https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/gpmarinelitter::yearly-consumption-/about
https://digital-gpmarinelitter.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/gpmarinelitter::yearly-consumption-/about

(SEA Circular, 2018)
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
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https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
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https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.

https://www.sea-circular.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SEA-circular-Country-Pro�le_SOUTH-KOREA.pdf#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20market%20research,million%20metric%20tonnes%20in%202017.
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Ban on Single-Use Plastics
Ban on plastic cups

(Library of Congress, 2023)
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2023-12-19/south-korea-government-stops-planned-enforcement-of-ban-on-single-use-paper-cups-at-cafes/
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2023-12-19/south-korea-government-stops-planned-enforcement-of-ban-on-single-use-paper-cups-at-cafes/
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2023-12-19/south-korea-government-stops-planned-enforcement-of-ban-on-single-use-paper-cups-at-cafes/
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2023-12-19/south-korea-government-stops-planned-enforcement-of-ban-on-single-use-paper-cups-at-cafes/
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2023-12-19/south-korea-government-stops-planned-enforcement-of-ban-on-single-use-paper-cups-at-cafes/
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2023-12-19/south-korea-government-stops-planned-enforcement-of-ban-on-single-use-paper-cups-at-cafes/

Extended Producer
Responsibility
The Ministry of Environment announces a 

mandatory recycling rate for each product under 

the EPR system every year

(PREVENT Waste Alliance, 2020)
https://prevent-waste.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Republic-of-Korea.pdf
https://prevent-waste.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Republic-of-Korea.pdf
https://prevent-waste.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Republic-of-Korea.pdf

Waste Segregation
Wastes Control Act requires separation of 

household waste

(Ministry of Environment, 2022)
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=titleOrContent&searchValue=plastic+cup&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1505560&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=titleOrContent&searchValue=plastic+cup&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1505560&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=titleOrContent&searchValue=plastic+cup&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1505560&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=titleOrContent&searchValue=plastic+cup&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1505560&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=titleOrContent&searchValue=plastic+cup&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1505560&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=titleOrContent&searchValue=plastic+cup&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1505560&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=

(Ministry of Environment, 2016)
https://www.greenpolicyplatform.org/sites/default/�les/downloads/policy-database/Introduction%20of%20the%20Framework%20Act%20on%20Resource%20Circulation%20toward%20Establishing%20a%20Resource-Circulating%20Society%20in%20Korea.pdf
https://www.greenpolicyplatform.org/sites/default/�les/downloads/policy-database/Introduction%20of%20the%20Framework%20Act%20on%20Resource%20Circulation%20toward%20Establishing%20a%20Resource-Circulating%20Society%20in%20Korea.pdf
https://www.greenpolicyplatform.org/sites/default/�les/downloads/policy-database/Introduction%20of%20the%20Framework%20Act%20on%20Resource%20Circulation%20toward%20Establishing%20a%20Resource-Circulating%20Society%20in%20Korea.pdf
https://www.greenpolicyplatform.org/sites/default/�les/downloads/policy-database/Introduction%20of%20the%20Framework%20Act%20on%20Resource%20Circulation%20toward%20Establishing%20a%20Resource-Circulating%20Society%20in%20Korea.pdf
https://www.greenpolicyplatform.org/sites/default/�les/downloads/policy-database/Introduction%20of%20the%20Framework%20Act%20on%20Resource%20Circulation%20toward%20Establishing%20a%20Resource-Circulating%20Society%20in%20Korea.pdf
https://www.greenpolicyplatform.org/sites/default/�les/downloads/policy-database/Introduction%20of%20the%20Framework%20Act%20on%20Resource%20Circulation%20toward%20Establishing%20a%20Resource-Circulating%20Society%20in%20Korea.pdf
https://www.greenpolicyplatform.org/sites/default/�les/downloads/policy-database/Introduction%20of%20the%20Framework%20Act%20on%20Resource%20Circulation%20toward%20Establishing%20a%20Resource-Circulating%20Society%20in%20Korea.pdf
https://www.greenpolicyplatform.org/sites/default/�les/downloads/policy-database/Introduction%20of%20the%20Framework%20Act%20on%20Resource%20Circulation%20toward%20Establishing%20a%20Resource-Circulating%20Society%20in%20Korea.pdf

Disposal Bans/ Landfill Taxes
Waste disposal fees charged to recyclable wastes 

that are disposed of in landfills

Tax on Single-Use Virgin
Plastics

Recycled Content Mandates

Plastic Waste Trade
Restrictions
Gradual restriction of import of used plastics 

bottles, and industrial plastic waste

(Ministry of Environment, 2020; Yonhap News 
Agency, 2021)

https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center

https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/board/read.do;jsessionid=7OekGXxHYWX79VHYwiPEBWo6.mehome1?pagerO�set=0&maxPageItems=10&maxIndexPages=10&searchKey=&searchValue=&menuId=461&orgCd=&boardId=1349020&boardMasterId=522&boardCategoryId=&decorator=&�rstItemIndex=Press%20Center

Mandatory Recycling Targets
By 2030, Korea aims to recycle at least 70% 

plastic waste

(Ministry of Environment, n.d.)https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/index.do?menuId=466
https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/index.do?menuId=466

(Korea Law Translation Center, 2017)
https://elaw.klri.re.kr/eng_mobile/viewer.do?hseq=43284&type=part&key=39
https://elaw.klri.re.kr/eng_mobile/viewer.do?hseq=43284&type=part&key=39
https://elaw.klri.re.kr/eng_mobile/viewer.do?hseq=43284&type=part&key=39
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INVESTMENTS

Private Investments in Plastics Circularity (2018 - 6M 2023)

BY INVESTMENT CATEGORIES (US$ MN)BY ARCHETYPES (US$)

This section provides a summary of public and private investments in waste management, plastic waste management,
and plastics circularity. Further breakdown of private investments in plastics circularity solutions by archetypes and
investment categories is also provided.

Total Investment
US$ 71.2 mn

Materials and Redesign: 9% Refill/Reuse: 1%

Recovery and Recycling: 51%Services and Others: 39%

BIGGEST PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN PLASTICS CIRCULARITY

Glossary and Other References 

Daejin Advanced Materials

2022 > US$ 10 mn - 50 mn
Venture Capital

Private Investments in Plastics Circularity
US$ 71.2 mn

(The Circulate Initiative, 2023)
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker

Investments in Waste and Plastic Waste Management (2018 - 2021)

51%

1%

www.thecirculateinitiative.org

183

11

Venture Capital

Accelerator/Incubator Investments

Corporate Investments

Financing by Banks

Private Equity

Public Investment, IPO

Individual/ Crowdfunding/ Philanthropic 
Investments

Development Finance for Waste and Plastic Waste Management
Not applicable

Waste Management Expenditure
Not available

0

0

Recycling

2.8

0.6

0

39%

https://countryfactsheets.thecirculateinitiative.org/assets/images/pdf/glossary.pdf
https://countryfactsheets.thecirculateinitiative.org/assets/images/pdf/glossary.pdf
https://countryfactsheets.thecirculateinitiative.org/assets/images/pdf/glossary.pdf

(The Circulate Initiative, 2023)
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker
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