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PLASTIC MATERIAL FLOW

(Trade Map, 2022) (Trade Map, 2022)

This section provides an overview of the plastic material flow within the country, offering a snapshot of the plastic
waste landscape.

This section highlights selected policies impacting plastic pollution in the country. Details on the status of development of 
the policy where relevant are also provided.

Implemented In progress Not available
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MISMANGED PLASTIC PLASTIC WASTE IMPORTS PLASTIC WASTE EXPORTS

Investments to Tackle Plastic Pollution

THAILAND
This country fact sheet presents the plastic material flow, policy, and investment landscapes,
offering quick and easy access to a one-stop resource on tackling plastic pollution.

POLICIES

tonnes per year

PLASTIC PRODUCED 

7.9 mn
tonnes per year

PLASTIC CONSUMED

5.7 mn
(OECD, 2019)

(IUCN-EA-QUANTIS, 
2018)

tonnes per year

PLASTIC WASTE GENERATED 

3.4 mn
PLASTIC RECYCLED

9.0%

Deposit Return System
Legislation

UPSTREAM MIDSTREAM DOWNSTREAM

https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1

(Pollution Control Department, 2021)https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf

https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1
https://www.trademap.org/Country_SelProductCountry_TS.aspx?nvpm=1%7c764%7c%7c%7c%7c3915%7c%7c%7c4%7c1%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c2%7c2%7c1%7c1

https://www.oecd.org/ocean/topics/ocean-pollution/marine-plastics-pollution-Thailand.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/ocean/topics/ocean-pollution/marine-plastics-pollution-Thailand.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/ocean/topics/ocean-pollution/marine-plastics-pollution-Thailand.pdf(SEA Circular, 2019)

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/41046/Chula%20report%20-%20V4.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/41046/Chula%20report%20-%20V4.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/41046/Chula%20report%20-%20V4.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/41046/Chula%20report%20-%20V4.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/41046/Chula%20report%20-%20V4.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y (Pollution Control Department, 

2020)

https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf

https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf

Ban on Single-Use Plastics
Based on the Action Plan on Waste Management 

Phase 1 (2020-2022), four types of single-use 

plastics were banned 

(Pollution Control Department, 2023)
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf

(Pollution Control Department, 2023)
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf

Extended Producer
Responsibility
Plans to adopt EPR principles in plastic packaging 

management, starting with non-recyclable plastic 

products

(Pollution Control Department, 2023)https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf

Waste Segregation
Long-term target for source segregation at the 

local administration organizations level

(Institute of Developing Economies, 2019)https://www.ide.go.jp/library/English/Publish/Reports/Ec/pdf/201903_ch04.pdf
https://www.ide.go.jp/library/English/Publish/Reports/Ec/pdf/201903_ch04.pdf

(Sueb Nakasathien Foundation, 2023)
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81
https://www.seub.or.th/bloging/news/2023-67/#:~:text=%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88%2021%20%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%98%E0%B9%8C,%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%99%20%E0%B9%86%20%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%81

Plastic Waste Trade
Restrictions
Total ban of plastic waste imports by 31 

December 2024

Recycled Content Mandates

(Pollution Control Department, 2023)https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf
https://www.pcd.go.th/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/pcdnew-2023-06-15_08-07-42_392659.pdf

Mandatory Recycling Targets
100% target for recovery of specific plastic 

products for recycling

Disposal Bans/ Landfill Taxes

Tax on Single-Use Virgin
Plastics
Tax incentives are available for manufacturers of 

biodegradable plastic products

https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/�les/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/�les/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/�les/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/�les/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/�les/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/�les/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/�les/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/�les/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/�les/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/�les/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf

https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/files/content/documents/2021/thailand_-_national_guidance_for_plastic_pollution_hotspotting_and_shaping_action.pdf


INVESTMENTS

Private Investments in Plastics Circularity (2018 - 6M 2023)

BY INVESTMENT CATEGORIES (US$ MN)BY ARCHETYPES (US$)

This section provides a summary of public and private investments in waste management, plastic waste management,
and plastics circularity. Further breakdown of private investments in plastics circularity solutions by archetypes and
investment categories is also provided.

Total Investment
US$ 1.5 bn

Materials and Redesign: 0% Refill/Reuse: 0%

Recovery and Recycling: 100%Services and Others: 0%

BIGGEST PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN PLASTICS CIRCULARITY

Glossary and Other References 

Indorama Ventures

2020 > US$ 100 mn - 500 mn
Financing by banks

Private Investments in Plastics Circularity
US$ 1.3 bn

(The Circulate Initiative, 2023)
https://www.thecirculateinitiative.org/plastics-circularity-investment-tracker

https://climatedata.imf.org/datasets/d22a6decd9b147fd9040f793082b219b_0/about
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Investments in Waste and Plastic Waste Management (2018 - 2021)
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Financing by Banks

Accelerator/Incubator Investments

Venture Capital

Individual/ Crowdfunding/ Philanthropic 
Investments

Corporate Investments

Public Investment, IPO

Private Equity

Development Finance for Waste and Plastic Waste Management
US$ 42.0 mn

Waste Management Expenditure
US$ 138.6 mn

(IMF, 2021)
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(OECD,  2021)
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